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Dear SirfMadam

The Town and GCountry Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Séotiand) Regulations 2011
Proposal: EIA Seréeqing/Stoping Qpinion for Flood Alleviation Seheme -

Address: Land to North, North Westanid: North East of The Meadows Huntly

i refer fo-the.above

of -ahd to your fequest for a screening opinion under Regulation 6
of The Town and Country Plarining. (Environmental impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2011,

The Planning Authority is required to provide and record a formal screening opinion
based upon an assessment of the location, nature, purpose and possible effects of
the development. Based on this assessment it is my opinion that an Enviranmental
Statement is not required.

Under the terms of the above Regulations, the proposed development is of a type
listed under Schedule 2.

- The following statement gives full reasons for this conclusion:

Potential impact on nature cénservation

Although there are no designated nature conservation designations directly
associated with the various options or within 2km of these, itis nofed that an
ecological survey of the area was carried out and indicated the use of the area by a
number of Protected Species (PS). The vegetation was assessed as suitable for
nesting bird surveys and reptiles. [tis noted that additional survey work will be
undertaken during the detailed design phase of the project. This will help identify
the potential impact on PS and their habitats and any mitigation measures deemed
necessary.

If you have difficuity in reading this paper please contact Aude Chaiban on
01569-768269

Serving Aberdeenshire from mountin to sea — the very best of Scotland
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'The-,'.ip,tg‘nﬂ'g!;fp;-z.greg-b{@,!!ing,h_a_s: begidentified. It is. roted that any felling deemied
neeessary. will be diséussed ivdetails. With rélevant ¢oungil vificials prior fo any
Tellingitaking pldcé.dnd anynécassary replanting proposals agreed as part of these
discussioris. ) '

Itis noted. that gption 3 has been madified to avoid: impacting on an-existirig badger
sett, !

Rotential impact.on Gultural heritage

RN ey CES

Thsre:aie 10 listed buildings or aneient seheduled.monuiénts directly dssociated
with-tfig:proposéd devalopment, However, afsvr listéd building and Anclent
Séhediiled Monuments are located within 2kin-of.the proposed optiofis. It is noted
that the-itfipact on these structures will be thoroughily assessed by visual inspection
oricg tig-preférred optiori(s). are khown. It is:also foted that should thie preferred
option(s) require ground work on currently undisturbéd dround the potential impact
of on afchagological remains, notably associatediwith Hunily Castle, a desk study

will be:undertaken to idenitify any khown archaealogy.

it is noted that option 9 and part of option 8 have been discounted to avoid
impacting 6én Huntly Castle.

Poteritial impact on the Water efiviroriment

The potertial impact on the water envifonment has been assessed. as minor
adversélnegligiblé. The potentidl risk of contaminantentering the adjacent burns
(River Deveron, Meadow Bum, Iftingstone Burn) dhiring conisirustion works may be
significant without adeqiate &fteridation.. It is noted that thesé poténtial impacts will,
if réquited:by the Plainﬁing.AuthQﬁm_be addressed thirough-the subniission of an
Envireimental Mariagement Plan, a-Waste Management Plan-and detailéed method
statefilents (2.g. construction mathod statements) and timing of works to dvoid
poteritially poliuting. activities.duiing periods of high raihfall.

It is noted that any waorks to the. water-environment will be carried out in acéardance
with {he Water Framéwark Diréctive and that the aim will.be t6 prevent any
detérigration of the. écoldgical status of the. water envifonment and to improve,
when passible the ecological value of the water environrient,

Potential impact on.public access

The proposal.may have a temperary impact on public access (core path network)
during the construction phase. It is notéd that further discussions are to take place
with.relevant councit officials during the detailed assessmeént of the preferred
options.

Conclusion

The potential impacts of the proposals on.the environment have been clearly
identified in the submitted information, The options that may have hdd a significant
impagct ori cultural heritage (option 8 and 9) or natural heritage (option 3) have been
either discounted or médified-to-avoid impacting on-théese sssets. The proposed
approach to deal with any potential impaets through a suite of tailored
environmeéntal- assessments to establish that (a) there are no important
environmental résourcés/receptors in the vicinity of the site and, (b) where further
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analysis identifies the préseénce. of an important resource or receptor, the design
and mitigation proposals ensure that thése assets will not be significantly affected
is supported by the Planhing. Authority.

You have the right to apply to Scottish Ministers for a screening direction should
you-disagre&. with the abéve dpinion.

This dpinion will-be held-for publi¢ inspection for a two year period, or until a
planning.application is submiitted at which time the opinion will be transferred to the
planning-régister with.the application.

Sheulg: you-wislt to discuss any ratters relating to this issue please contact myself
on.thé.abeve number.,

Yours faithfully

Hhols

Aude-Chaiban
Planner




